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. % Imagine if L2 students could travel from their home computer to
D ire Ctor Of the .U areas or countries in which the L2 is spoken, explore the cities,
. "y and discover regional linguistic and cultural variation while
German Language " % honing their language skills. The ‘Virtual Study Abroad’ program @
Prog ram i) presented here is a multi-media website in development for '
- 1 German that combines video, audio, image, and text on a
UCLA . dynamic, geo-referenced platform enabling students to ‘virtually’
visit a location, watch a video, and perform interactive proficien-
cy-building tasks. Based on videos featuring native speakers in
spontaneous situations as well as students on UC study abroad
programs, this program exposes students to authentic German
language and, by using UC students as guides through their
real-life experiences while abroad, promotes closer cultural
understanding in a way that will automatically appeal to
students at home. The technology promotes meaningful
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Ay language acquisition by facilitating instant access to and inter-
i ﬁi"é action with authentic language in an integrated program. This 3PE
German s Llngu IStIC program provides a model and could be adapted for use with 1@
U CLA x"e‘ other languages.
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